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 Traditional BBQ Lunch featuring Tri-Tip and Chicken and all 

the fixings. 

 Honoring of the Elders. 

 Raffle Prize Drawing for Adults 

 Tribal Children will each get a surprise. 

 Activities include:  tug-of-war; three-legged race; doubles 

horseshoe tourney; poker tourney; 3-0n-3 youth and adult 

basketball tourney; karaoke contest; and ping pong tourna-

ment. 

 Three small bounce houses will be set up 

along with the traditional face painter and the 

balloon guy. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP COOK AND SERVE 

FOOD AND TO MAN THE BOUNCE HOUSES.   

For more information contact Brenda Bowie (707) 733-1900 ext. 316 



Economic Development Report 
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Loleta Cheese  

There is no final determination yet on the Chapter 11 Bankruptcy. The Chap-

ter 11 Judge has set a Trial date for September 2, 2015 in McKinleyville 

Federal Court House. Mr. Lafranchi prior to trial date is required to release a 

plan for reorganization to unsecured and secured creditors. It is also im-

portant that after the formal plan for reorganization is released then all of the 

creditors are allowed to speak to one another. There may be an opportunity 

to negotiate a settlement at that time, however, we expect, given the ap-

proach that Mr. Lafranchi has taken to date, that this will go to trial. 

Tribal Loans 

There are 81 active loans at this time. 14 loans are in default. Tribe has col-

lected $55,529 in interest and fees through June 2015. The loan program 

has an annual limit of $250,000 to loan out and have obligated $237,588 

through June 2015 leaving $12,412 available to loan. 

Micro-Green  

Bear River has learned there is a substantial amount of equipment that is 

being sold off. Even though Bear River is a small portion of the overall debt, 

we are talking to other shareholders about our legal options for recovery of 

some of our investment from the sale of equipment and other property of Mi-

cro-Green. 

Ultra-green   

Nothing new to report at this time. We do have a conference call this month 

to get a status update. 

 

 



Page 3 July/August 2015 

20/20 GeneSystems  

Bear River received a portion of the tax incentive from Montgomery County, MD in the 

amount of $6,551.12. We have communication from the State of Maryland that the pro-

cessing of the remaining tax incentive distributions is in the works, but essentially bogged 

down in the bureaucracy of the tax office. The Company itself continues to operate with 

strong management and the product continues to be received well with modest sales 

growth over the past three months. 

Billboard  

April rental income  $6850 
May rental income  $6850 
June rental income  $7350 
June will advertise Hops in Humboldt 
Donated a spot for Humboldt County Fair for July & August 

 

611 I street 

This property continues to perform well with long term tenants Humboldt County Associa-

tion of Governments and Manhard Consulting and Engineering as tenants on long term 

leases. We will continue to explore opportunities to keep our tenants long term. 

Tobacco Traders  

This business continues to improve from month to month. Net sales have continued to in-

crease April 2015 net sales was $106,315 for May 2015 it reached an all time high of 

$114,000 and June 2015 it stayed on the same pace with $111,527 with an average cur-

rently of $3,700 net sales a day.  

Morgan Stanley 

Initial Investment-$1,500,000. Current Value $1,542,691.00. Conservative risk profile as 

determined by consultation between the Tribal Council and the investment bankers.  The 

investment did drop about 30k was at $1,573,000 at end of May. This is primarily as a re-

sult of market fluctuations from the global concerns related to the uncertainty coming out 

of Greece in recent weeks. 

JLM Energy 

Solar panels have been ordered. Should be under construction on July 13, 2015. 

Dakota McGinnis 



Positions are open for the Bear 

River Charitable Fund. It is a 

volunteer unpaid commit-

tee. Interested Members please 

contact Ms. Cindi Petrusha, Trib-

al Council Executive Secretary, 

on or before July 17, 2015 in or-

der to be considered for appoint-

ment by the Tribal Council.  

claimed water (purple 

pipe) will then be used 

to water the wetland 

area in the dry season, 

instead of using potable 

water. 

The project will also 

connect to the re-

claimed water tank be-

hind the Casino parking 

lot, to be used for irri-

gation and fire flow. 

This project will con-

nect the existing sewer 

system to the new plant 

as well.  

The project also calls 

for a walking trail to be 

built along the wetland 

area and educational 

signs to be installed. 

This will allow elemen-

tary, high school and 

college students to tour 

The California Depart-

ment of Water Re-

sources (DWR) 2015 

Proposition 84 Grant 

Program received 57 

applications last month, 

including one from 

Bear River. The focus 

of the grant priorities, 

was to select projects 

that were designed to 

help alleviate the 

statewide drought con-

ditions. Our project 

ranked 7th and was ap-

proved for funding of 

$558,000. DWR only 

approved funding for 

25 of the 57 projects. 

Bear River's project 

consists of using re-

claimed water from our 

new wastewater treat-

ment plant, now under 

construction. Re-

the area and learn about 

the environmental im-

pacts of the ecosystems.  

Edwin Smith was on 

the review committee 

along with many other 

water managers from 

other facilities. Several 

tribal applications were 

in the running this year, 

as it was very competi-

tive process, but not all 

were approved for 

funding.  

Bear River's project 

was the only reclaimed 

water project, out of the 

57 project submit-

ted, which is one reason 

it ranked so high. Con-

struction will hopefully 

begin later this summer.  

Submitted by Michael 

Flockhart 

Bear River Charitable Fund 

Prop 84 Grant 

General Council Meeting 

Saturday, July 25th, 2015 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Tish Non Community Center 
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No New Housing Construction 2015: We applied for  FY 2014 Indian Community Development 

Block Grant for construction of three single family homeownership units on Carroll Road at Tish Non 

Village Spring of 2015. We did not pass the (Program/Project-Specific) Threshold Requirements. After 

participating in the debriefing from HUD about the missing requirements, we will be preparing for 

FY2015 ICDBG, IHBG for an 8 unit multi-family structure at Tish Non Village.  

 

Tish Non Village: Application deadline August 1, 2015 for  two HUD homes; one- 2 bedroom 1 

bath and one – 3 bedroom 2 bath. HUD income requirements apply. Contact Housing Department for 

more information (707) 733-1900 Ext. 231. 

  

Basayo Village Court: Vacant units are available and Tr ibal members are encouraged to apply.  

Over income families can now apply. Remember we are also accepting Priority 2 applicants (non-

Tribal parents of Tribal children) and Priority 3 applicants (other Native American Indian), but these 

will only be served after all Priority 1 (Tribal head of household) applications are placed in units. 

 

On Site Rentals: Now Accepting Applications for  one- 2 Bedroom 2 Bath 2 Car Garage home locat-

ed close to Bear River Casino and amenities. For further information contact Housing Department 

(707) 733-1900 Ext. 231. 

 

Charmin Bailey, Housing Director  

When:  Tuesday, July 14, 2015  

Time:  4:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Where:  266 Keisner Road, Loleta CA, 95551, Tish-Non Community Center 

Why:  Tribal/Community Member Input for Transportation Safety Plan 

Greetings: 

You are invited to bring your comments and concerns to the table to be included in the development 

of the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria Tribal Transportation Safety Plan. 

Our goal is to take the information we already know and combine it with your input to create a safer 

environment for vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle traffic.  As our community grows with more families 

in the residential area and more tribal enterprises across the street we must be mindful that traffic will 

increase.  With the increase in traffic it is very important to always put safety first. 

We look forward to seeing you at the forum and getting your input.   

Sincerely, 

Bear River Transportation Department, Roads Department and Administration 

Tribal Transportation Safety Forum 
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For more information contact Kayla San Filippo 
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Page 10 Bear River Bulletin 

Bear River Library 

The summer reading program is in full swing and we have Indigenous foods every 

Wednesday at 3pm. Everyone is welcome to come and learn but the kids will be preparing 

and eating the food. We also have our Teen art contest going on. The grand prize is a Kin-

dle fire and a $25 amazon card to purchase books with. Ages 13-18 are welcome to join. If 

you would like to request books/DVD’s or for a full schedule of events or any questions 

please don’t hesitate to call Jessica at (707)733-1900 ext. 234  
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Taking the Pulse: A Bear River Band Community Health Assessment 

 
In April 2015, the Bear River Social Service Department was awarded a re-
search grant from Humboldt BRIDGES to increase the integration of mental 
health services in Humboldt County.  After receiving approval from the Bear Riv-
er Tribal Council, surveys were mailed on July 7 and July 8 to all adult tribal 
members who live in Humboldt County.  The purpose of the survey is to gather 
information about the needs of the community and to ask for opinions on how to 
better serve and support tribal members.  
 
We are hopeful that, through this research project, Bear River Social Services 
can collaborate with local mental health providers to improve services in ways 
that will ultimately lead to an increase in tribal members accessing those ser-
vices.  
 
Because this is so important, we are hoping you will spend a few minutes (about 
20 minutes) telling us about your personal history and experiences you have had 
using services. Your opinions are greatly valued and will help us improve exist-
ing services and shape the creations of new services aimed at making life 
better for everyone!  
 
This survey is strictly confidential and only Bear River Social Services case 
workers will have access to the surveys. No identifying information will be 
used in any reports given to any agency, including Bear River Tribal Coun-
cil, Humboldt BRIDGES, DHHS, mental health service providers, or local school 
districts. So please “tell it like it is.” 
 
If you have any questions about the survey, its purpose, or the management of 
any information, you may contact Elizabeth Rienzi, the lead researcher and 
Family Self-Sufficiency Coordinator (elizabethrienzi@brb-nsn.gov), (707) 599-
7965, or Liana Whiteley, Social Services Director (lianawhiteley@brb-nsn.gov), 
(707) 599-0578.  

We very much appreciate your help with this study and have included a small 
token of appreciation in each survey packet for you to keep as a way of saying 
thank you.  

Every completed survey that is returned will also be entered to win one of two 
raffle prizes, each worth $250 as a special thank you for helping to make life at 
Bear River better every day.  

THANK YOU!! 

mailto:elizabethrienzi@brb-nsn.gov
mailto:lianawhiteley@brb-nsn.gov
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Healthy Families Updates:  

May 2015: 

The May Healthy Families Class held at the Tish-Non Community Center was great fun and 

created closeness and good feeling for all family members!  

Over 20 people (elders, parents, children, and babies) came out to decorate picture frames 

for Father’ Day or any special occasion!  Conversations flowed and hugs and warm smiles 

were freely given!   

We still have some finished frames that are waiting to be picked up; if they are yours, please 

call Social Services!   

Thank you everyone for bringing your bright and shining selves to this class and sharing in 

the good 

times!  

June 2015: 

The June Healthy Families Class at the Tish-Non Community Center was a great success 

with both returning faces and new ones too! We would like to extend a thank you to Barry 

Brenard for dedicating his time and energy in leading an art therapy class of painting your 

spirit animal. Community members of all ages painted alongside one another, sharing sto-

ries and laughter. If you have not picked up your painting from the class, they are available 

with Elizabeth Rienzi.  Thank you again to all returning attendees and for those who came 

out for the first time!  
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July 2015: 

The Social Services Department is currently collaborating with Yurok Tribal 

TANF to schedule a “From Darkness to Light” presentation for the July 

Healthy Families Class at the Tish-Non Community Center. Because of the sen-

sitive nature of the topic and the extended time period for this class, we ask for 

Adults Only this month. Food, beverages, and EXTRA raffle prizes will be 

provided!!   

We hope to see returning faces and more new ones as well! 

For more information or transportation, please contact Elizabeth Rienzi in the So-

cial Services Department at (707) 733-1900 ext. 292 or (707) 599-7965. 

Please look on the Social Services Department Bulletin Board out-

side of the Department offices for July’s Healthy Families class flyer 

and for future event details.  

We Hope to See You!! 
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Bear River's Summer Sports Camp is off to a great start!!! 
   
We have 9 youth employed and 23 kids signed up and actively participating!  So far we 
have been lucky enough to partner with our cultural department to braid bear grass, 
bead necklaces for the community, and learn about traditional dances.    
 
Our kids have also been rocking it in Jiu Jitsu and have learned important anti- bullying 
techniques. We have also gone on various field trips, including an Avenue of the Giants 
nature walk, swim lessons at the Arcata Community Pool, and a community service trip 
to the Ma-le'l Dunes for a clean-up day with some other youth the Wiyot Tribe.  
 
Our Youth Mentors who are an important part of the staff have gained work and leader-
ship skills by planning sports days, a special camp highlight. The six Youth Mentors 
planned each activity and facilitated each sport which has given them great experience 
related to leadership, planning, and other work related skills. 
 
We are all very much looking forward to the remaining couple of weeks of camp! We 
have more great activities planned for the young people, including cultural tours in 
Hoopa and in Redwood Creek as well as Kayaking in Big Lagoon and workshops done 
by Planned Parenthood and United Indian Health Services.  
 
A big thank you to everyone involved and to Tribal Council for making this camp fun 
and a great success thus far!  

New Employee 

Hello, my name is Althea Jones and I’m your new ICWA advo-
cate. I recently graduated with my MSW from Humboldt State 
and I’m looking forward to putting my education and prior work 
experience to work on behalf of your community.  

My delight in working with children and youth began early, as I 
grew up in a licensed family day care home. The combination of 
day to day intimate involvement in working with children, and 
my passion in social justice issues led me to pursue my bache-
lors in early childhood education with an emphasis in family ser-
vices.  

I have worked in Humboldt County for the last 8 years in vari-
ous social service settings including school social work, county 
mental health and the Betty Chinn Center. On the weekends, I 
nurture my spirit by connecting with nature and spending time 
with my family. Please come see me at the social services de-
partment or call me at (707) 502-7626. 



Brenda Bowie is now a grand-

mother to Austin Kenneth Warn-

er.  Austin was born June 6, 

2015.  He weighed in at 8 lbs. 1.4 

ounces. 

Here is a picture of Austin meeting 

his mom Maggie Wells. 

RTS Schedule  

New Baby Announcement 

The Humboldt Transit Authority Redwood Trans-

it System now is running their bus to Tish Non 

Village as of July 6th,2015. For more information 

please contact Wendell Freeman.  
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Congratulations Graduate 

Rachel Houston graduated Kinder-

garten from South Fortuna Ele-

mentary School. Good job, Grand-

ma is proud of you! 

Submitted by Aileen Meyer 



Change of Address 
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_________________________________ _______________________ 

Signature (Required)     Date 

 

________________________________  ____________________ ________________ 

Printed Name as it appears on the Tribal Roll  Roll Number   Phone Number  

 

I request that my address be changed to the following: 

C/O_____________________________ Relationship_________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Member Signature Required________________________________________________ 

I request that my minor child’s address be changed to the following:  

Child’s name_____________________________ Roll # ____________C/O____________________ 

Relationship___________________ Address____________________________  

Member Signature Required _________________________________________ 
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Tribal Member Submissions 

Submitted by Donald Brenard 
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Submitted by Donald Brenard 



266 Keisner Road 

Loleta, CA 95551 

Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria 


